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‘Flreﬁghters told to avoid toxic site.
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etting sent back to schoo i, | S .
' ,B_! KAT;"-EEN HOPKINS - children as punishment stemming gc%azofﬁ_' STyAFF WRITER I&iﬁte(gsgéﬁ;nt streets or on paved sections o :r:eoﬁ(;:f
: . \s AFFURITER ’ ﬁOm their children’s truancy. dent that he The South Plamﬁeld fire chief has ordered Fire Chief Joe Abbruzzese said yesterday side of safety
""" ! An Elizabeth Municipal Court judge On May 5, seven of the parents “ would walk firefighters and inspectors not to enter the that he issued the order because of unan- 1. until some-
3 ‘ e Piomd 2w Were sentenc ed to serve seven days away with Hamilton' Industrial Park swered questlons about contamination at the body tell '
o 'ELIZA'BETH way to address an ©Of community service at Elizabeth- the party’s SOUTH " _ a federal Superfund site  site, which is located on Hamilton Boulevard ody tells us
: — 22601 problem 1 High School by accompanying their nomination PLAINFIELD _ unless there is no other  near Spicer Avenue. ~ otherwise.} ;
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' o i class at Elizabeth High School for the election. Polls will be open from 7 erty’s perimeter When responding tofoutine site for Superfund cleanup. ORDERED FIRE- -
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* ORDER: Chief tells firefighte

~ unteer force of 42 ﬁreﬁghters, said he
 has been “stonewalled” in his efforts
to find ‘out from the EPA how or

K n Continued from page Al

volunteer fire department "stood on
Spicer Avenue and used high-powered
Hoses to fight a recent brush fire in
t}'1e industrial park. :

" Abbruzzese said he has tried in vain
t} learn about needed precautions for

handling emergencies-‘at the “site,

_Where high levels of polychlorinated

bipbenyls — or PCBs — have been

" found. .

! “How is that going to affect our

hlealth?” asked Abbruzzese, who was

a'ppointed April 10 to fill the unex-
pired term of former Fire Chief John

Mocharski. “We're going to err on the .

side of safety until somebody tells us
otherwise.” .

+ Some of the 15 businesses on the
property include warehouses, a mov-
ing and storage operation,
ufacturers of cabinets, tools “and
ejuipment, as well as a plumbing
comipany and a trucking firm. Several

_dbzen people work in those busi-.
. nesses.

:l_Abbruzzese,' who heads an all-v013

and man-.

whether emergency .operations might
be affected by
site. '

. Eric Wilson, who is coordinating

EPA efforts at the site, said that as of
yesterday. he had not received any re-
quests for ‘information frém borough
fire officials. . B

“The chief's ordér also directs his

‘staff to summon-. the Middlesex -

County Hazardous. Materials Unit -if
they need to enter the property. .

Fire trucks and other equipment
that go on the property must be de-
contaminated before returning to the

borough fire station, according to the

order. . o
Abbruzzese also ordered firefight-
ers at the site to wear breathing appa- .

ratus. Usually worn only when there

-is heavy -smoke, the breathing gear
also is used when toxic substances

may be present. )
Fire officials will not inspect any
buildings on the site until the depart-

y ment receives guidance on needed

contamination at the

precautions, Abbruzzese said, . -
Abbruzzese said the orders apply to
“run of the mill” calls, such as: those
generated by automatic fire alarms.
~ He said businesses at. the site
“have a pretty ‘good record of fire
safety,” and that there have been no

working fires on the property for five -

to severn years. . . )

“I may be criticized for overdoing
it,” the chief said.“T'll take that crit-
icism and err to the side of safety.”

Mayor Daniel Gallagher said- he
supports the chief’s position, at least
until more information has been re-
ceived.

““We're a little reluctant to bring in
manpower,” Gallagher said. “Cer-
tainly, if there’s a working fire, we'll
take care of it . . . we will fight fires.” *

Business owners and managers at

the site expressed a range of opinions

“ yesterday afternoon
policy. . .
“l can’t see
 sider. it,” said Mike Naylor; manager

‘of Hope International, a warehouse lo-

cated at the site. .

i

“That blows my mijd,” said AJ. Di- -

| GUIDE ONLINE

about the new -

how they could con-

rs to avoid PCB-tainted site |
, saziese s - JLelloﬁoWner. o(fl l(iigbél'(t)) Ep‘tergﬁges, a

also - located in the industrial park.
“But I'd rather be safe than sorry, so
I'm sure they have the same atti-
tude.” - o

The EPA will issue tecommenda-
tions ‘within the next two days for re-

sponding to emergency calls on the

property, Wilson said.

‘He said he could not discuss those |

recommendations or comment on the
chief’s orders. :

. The Home News & Trib-
une’s-Guide to Central New

~ Jersey is available on the Inter-'
‘net. Visit The Home News &
Tribune’s home page at
www.thnt.com or access the
guide at www.injersey.com/cj/
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